
   

 

   

 

Search for Cleopatra’s Tomb                                                                                                      Aditi M             

The search for Cleopatra's tomb remains one of the most captivating and enigmatic pursuits in 

the realm of archaeology. This quest has continued unabated since her death in 30 BCE, but 

advancements in modern technology and the dedication of prominent archaeologists have 

brought us closer than ever to unraveling the mysteries of Ancient Egypt. 

As noted by LiveScience.com, "Cleopatra VII was the last of a series of rulers called the 

Ptolemies who ruled Egypt between 305 and 30 B.C. Much is known about her intelligence, 

beauty, and romantic relationships, but one fact about Cleopatra is still shrouded in mystery — 

her burial place." Furthermore, in 2008 and 2009, Egyptologist Zahi Hawass announced a 

promising lead regarding Cleopatra's final resting place, hypothesizing it might be located at 

Taposiris Magna, a temple dedicated to Osiris, west of Alexandria, Egypt. Excavations by Dr. 

Kathleen Martinez yielded significant finds, including 10 mummies interred in 27 tombs of 

Egyptian nobles and coins bearing Cleopatra’s likeness and that of Alexandria. However, 

Cleopatra’s tomb remained elusive. In 2010, the search became a point of contention. Many 

Egyptologists asserted that Cleopatra and her lineage were likely buried in Alexandria, the seat 

of their 275-year reign. Nevertheless, Dr. Kathleen Martinez of the University of Santo Domingo 

steadfastly defended her hypothesis, echoing the views of Zahi Hawass that Cleopatra’s tomb 

may lie 30 miles west of Alexandria, at Taposiris Magna. In January 2022, Dr. Martinez made a 

groundbreaking discovery. Her team unearthed a shaft just 300 feet outside the temple, which 

led to two underground tunnels—one extending northward and the other southward. The 

northern tunnel curved and opened directly beneath the temple, a design Dr. Martinez 

described as intentional and purposeful. 

Despite the promising lead, her excavation permit expired before further exploration could 

occur. Using ground-penetrating radar (GPR), however, her team identified a 30-foot-wide 

chamber situated directly beneath the temple's entrance. This substantial underground 

structure, given its scale and strategic location, suggests it could serve as the tomb of an 

individual of great significance. While the chamber’s contents remain unknown, Dr. Martinez 

believes it could be Cleopatra's final resting place. Once excavation permits are renewed, her 

team is poised to resume their work, targeting this chamber with the hope of solving one of 

history’s greatest mysteries. 
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Figure 1: Dr. Martinez’s photo near the excavation site (i.e Alexandria, Egypt)  

 

 

Figure 2: Tunnel and entrance shift found by Dr. Martinez’s excavation work in Taposiris Magna  
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